century, Dental Surgery has progressed with most astonishing rapidity. Previously to this time, although much had been written upon the subject in France, and a little in England, its resources had scarcely begun to be developed. It was looked upon as a mere mechanical art, requiring but little preparatory instruction, and so few were engaged in its practice, that scarcely one person in a hundred had ever heard of a dentist. The operation of filling a tooth was rarely performed, the duties of the dentist consisting, for the most part, in the extraction of an aching tooth, the removal of tartar, and occasionally in replacing the loss of the natural teeth, with artificial substitutes, rudely carved from the ivory of the hippopotamus or elephant.
There were not in 1800, more than fifteen or twenty dentists in the United States, and nearly all of these were uneducated men, totally ignorant of the anatomy of the human body, and of the laws of health and disease, their whole stock of professional knowledge consisting in what they had learned from a few awkwardly performed operations, which in a large majority of the cases, had been productive of more injury than good to those upon whose teeth they had been performed. Gardette recently been chartered. The rapidity with which one improvement or discovery has followed another in the construction and application of dental substitutes, as well as in every other description of appliance employed in this branch of surgery, during the last twenty years, has at least placed practical dentistry side by side with the other branches of manual medicine.
But, notwithstanding the high state of excellence to which operative and mechanical dentistry have arrived, the art is not practiced by a large number even of the better class of practitioners, as successfully as it might be. It is too generally regarded as a mere mechanical pursuit, and as such, rather than as a science and art, it is chiefly cultivated and practiced. The Greek motto, "Not the theory but the practice," is too universally adopted by dentists. The latter, to be successfully applied, should be based upon the former. Although theory, so far as the treatment of disease is concerned, is deduced from, and its truth proven, by practice, it constitutes the only safe guide to it. To be able to fill a tooth in the neatest and most substantial manner, or to construct a dental substitute in a style of unsurpassed beauty, is not the only qualification necessary for the dentist. There are circumstances under which an operation upon the mouth cannot be beneficially or even safely performed. He 
